CHAPTER   IX
TWO MAIL TRIPS IN 1925

MY THIRD MAIL TRIP (APRIL,

Hinaidi to Ramadi. I flew to Heliopolis with three
Vimys flown by Smylie, Glover and RusselL They
were taking the Mail. I took my second fitter Stunnan.
Goldsmith stayed behind for the Inter-Services boxing,
in which incidentally he got knocked out I wanted a
rest before the hot weather set in and I was glad to have
a short spell in the cooler air of Egypt. I had a good
trip over to Ramadu We took off in a westerly direction,
i,e, towards the Tigris.

Ramadi to L*G. D. The Vimys took off before I did.
It was scarcely light when we left. The sun only began
really to come up when we were passing over the Jebels
between L.G. II and L*G, III. There was a certain
amount of alto-cumulus and cirrus, and I looked up
and saw the moon fading from lemon to silver and then
to white behind the thin moving veil of cloud. The
Vimys were drawing further and further ahead, as I could
hear on my wireless. About L.G. N I saw two specks
in the distance coming over the "Upland of the Winds"
towards us. These turned out to be the two stand-
by Venxms of No. 70 Squadron, which had gone owr
with our Secretary of State's party to Ziza, and whkh
were now returning. It seemed strange meeting ttea
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